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Manas K. Ghosh

The EDITORIAL BOARD

Festive greetings to all my Rotarian friends. The month of October
marks the birth anniversaries of two eminent Indian political
personalities The father of our nation - Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi
and the other second prime minister of India, Lal Bahadur Shastri. In
the present scenario of global unrest, the philosophy of Ahimsa (non-
violence) that these two great men stood for, is all the more
remembered. This month we celebrated Durgotsab and Diwali , two of
the greatest annual festivals of the Hindu community. Interestingly,
these festivals promote economic and community development for a
magnitude of underprivileged people, the artisans from different
sectors and the unskilled labourers as well. This festive month thus
turns out to be in perfect sync with the Rotary's area of focus for the
month of October that is Economic and Community Development.
Rotary Club of Calcutta Jadavpur, through continuing diverse
sustainable projects, has been promoting economic and community
development, enhancing local entrepreneurship, and improving
community-economic infrastructure, thus empowering communities
to achieve self-sufficiency and resilience.
Good luck and greetings to all once again for the forthcoming
festivals in November.
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Minutes of the Meeting: 2134th RCM held on 25th September 2024

in Casa Broadway (Hybrid mode) Time: 6.30pm onwards

Attendance: 29

 Rtn. (Dr.) Mainak Sengupta, President RY 24-25 called the meeting to order and

requested IPP Paromita D Dutta to lead the National Anthem.

 President welcomed every member and guests, and got confirmed the minutes of the

2133rd RCM.

 The President presented a summary of the services of RCCJ from 17th Aug to 25th Sep

2024. He also announced the proposed upcoming services and declared the names of

the kind donors for different services.

 Secretary Soumya Chattopadhyay conducted the club business announcing the birthdays

of the members. All the participating members heartily conveyed their well wishes to

them.

 President welcomed PDG Rtn. Mukul Sinha, District Literacy Chair and presented

RCCJ’s activities associated with Literacy and Basic Education, considering September

is the Literacy month in Rotary. President requested PDG Rtn. Mukul Sinha, to share his

views on the presentation and the work done. PDG Rtn. Mukul Sinha whole-heartedly

appreciated the service projects undertaken so far, and through different anecdotes and

real-life experiences, expressed what else needs to be /could be done in literacy to reach

more needy beneficiaries.

 Then, it was time for RCCJ to acknowledge the contribution of two eminent teachers from

Santoshpur Rishi Aurobindo Balika Vidyapith (SRABV) towards shaping young minds and

paving the way to a better world. Ms. Sarbani Sen, Headmistress of the school was

presented with the Nation Builder Award 2024, while Ms. Suchandra Sarkar, an Assistant

Teacher from the same school was presented with EAZY School Teacher Recognition

Award. PDG Rtn. Mukul Sinha, handed over the awards to the two teachers. Honorary

member Dr. Arup Ratan Datta felicitated PDG Mukul Sinha with a framed drawing of one

of our beneficiary students of Pathshala, Bolpur.

 President welcomed Mr. Mithun Das, assistant teacher of Baruipur High School and

invited him to express his views on the recent literacy activities RCCJ has been

undertaking in the school. Mithun Das appreciated the efforts and mentioned, on behalf of

the headmaster of the school, that the school looks forward to more of such activities.

 The meeting was then called to an end by the President.
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Minutes of the Meeting: 2135th RCM held on 25th September 2024

in Casa Broadway (Hybrid mode) Time: 6.30pm onwards

Attendance: 25

 Rtn. (Dr.) Mainak Sengupta, President RY 24-25 called the meeting to order and

requested PP Kuna Ray to lead the National Anthem.

 President welcomed every member and guests, and got confirmed the minutes of the

2134th RCM.

 The President presented a summary of the services of RCCJ from 25th Sep to 28th Oct

2024.

 Secretary Soumya Chattopadhyay conducted the club business announcing the birthdays

of the members. All the participating members heartily conveyed their well wishes to them.

 President welcomed Rtn. Shakhi Banerjee to host the Bijoya Shommiloni event.

Thereafter, the members celebrated the occasion with gay and merriment. Rtn. Shakhi

Banerjee thoughtfully organized the entire cultural event. IPP Rtn. Paromita Das Dutta

presented two beautiful songs, followed by a one-of-its kind of performance by PP Rtn.

Chitra Mandal who recited poems from Shahoj Path, Prothom Bhag that made us all do a

time-travel to our childhood. President Mainak Sengupta presented a few nazms and a

song. The president also joined Secretary Soumya Chattopadhyay and Sourav Ghoshal

as they sung a few old peppy Bengali film numbers. Rtn. Shakhi Banerjee also presented

a beautiful song. The event show-stopper was however, a ‘shruti natok’ by PP Jaydeb

Banerjee and Shakhi Banerjee. It was hilarious to the core, and enjoyed by one and all.

The cultural event was followed by a gala dinner.



In the Sep GML, our service work for the entire August, has 

been extensively mentioned and highlighted.
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Mission Life Beyond Cancer

As a part of an ongoing service, from

Sep 25th to Oct 31st, RCCJ donated

Rs1,51,500/- towards treatment of

13 pediatric cancer patients. And

we are proud to announce that with

this Life Beyond Cancer have

touched the lives of 500 pediatric

cancer patients.
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Service Projects of the Month At a Glance

Mission Literacy and beyond
A. Tuition classes and cultural event in Pathshala

As an ongoing project, RCCJ organised daily tuition classes at

Pathshala, Bolpur. Along with regular academic courses, the

beneficiaries were also taught activities like yoga and drawing.

B. Science Club activities in Udbhash

As a part of an ongoing project, RCCJ organized science club

session at Udbhash on 6th October. The students discussed topics

of their interest, performed activities of interests, demonstrated some

exhibits, and shared out of the box questions with each other. One

student discussed his interests in earth’s crust. One student displayed

a hand-made cell exhibit and discussed the cellular organelles. Two

students displayed martial arts techniques, and likewise.
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On 26th Sep, RCCJ conducted project “Virangana” in Sanlaap’s

Sneha Home near Elaichi, Narendrapur. The home, under the

aegis of the NGO, Sanlaap is a shelter to girls of all ages

rescued from sex trafficking. Sensei Utpal Chakraborty took the

self-defence session for 40 odd girls. Rtn. Paromita Das

Dutta, dietician of CNCI, Kolkata, interacted with the girls and

the management to understand the nutrition regime being

followed in the home, and gave her invaluable inputs. Thereafter,

Ms. Ritasree Chatterjee, clinical psychologist, took a

counselling session, something extremely important and in

fact, indispensable for the girls rescued from sex trade and/or

rape, often by family members. Mr. Utpal Chakraborty and Ms.

Ritasree Chatterjee were presented with framed drawings by our

Pathshala beneficiaries.

Mission Virangana



Mission Happy Health

8

A. Cloth distribution drive

QuirkyBae, an innovative designer brand and proponent of sustainable
material usage in garments industry, wanted to do something beyond
their business scope during this festive time of the year. They wanted to
donate their clothes to those, for whom, one new piece of cloth would
mean the world. Rotary Club of Calcutta Jadavpur stood with them for
the cause and appealed to the mass to donate new/almost-new clothes.
Quirky Bae placed boxes in different reputed cafe of South Kolkata, and
eventually the joint effort could collect around 400 clothes. On 5th of
Oct, QuirkyBae and RCCJ donated around 130 clothes to the residents
of Loreto Rainbow Home in Loreto Bowbazaar and around 40 clothes
at Sanlaap Sneha Home at Narendrapur. On 7th October, garments
were donated to the residents of Ma Kaali Old Age Home at New
Garia. While all the female residents were presented with saree, we did
gift panjabis to the males.



On 1st October, in Dumdum Ananda Ashram Sarada Vidyapith,
Reach India Trust in collaboration with Tech Mahindra Foundation
and Landmark group and RCCJ, organised a seminar on
employability. The different short-term courses that a HS qualified
student or a graduate can take up to enhance his/her chances of
employability, were highlighted and discussed. Reach India itself
gives the opportunities to certain courses.
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Mission Community Economic Development

As a part of our ongoing activity, Rtn. (Dr.) Asim Sil and his team
assessed the post-surgery condition of the glaucomatous eyes of 3
patients from the beneficiary family of North 24 Pgns on 9th Oct 24.

Mission Fight for Sight
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On 6th October, RCCJ received
complete set of 4 sewing
machines from RC Calcutta as a
part of their ongoing project
Atmanirbhar II. RCCJ will
donate two of them to
Santoshpur Rishi Aurobindo
Girls School, where the
headmistress has agreed to allot a
separate room for the machines
where the mothers of the students
from a needy background will be
trained to stitch bags from
discarded garments.

Memories of the Month…

RCCJ participated in the District cultural program on Agomoni: Viswayoge 
Sararsange at Rotary Sadan on 2nd October, the District Bijoya Diwali Meet 

in the Eastern Metropolitan Club on 27th Oct and End-Polio Program on 
29th October 2024 in Gyan Manch.
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Memories of the Month…

Glimpses of Bijoya Shommiloni celebration of RCCJ at the 
Casa Broadway on 28th October.



Down Memory Lane…… (contd.)

Paul Percy Harris was born on 19th April,
1868 in Racine, Wilkinson, USA. He was the
second of six children. His father took him to
live with his grandparents in Wallingford,
New England when he was just three years
old after the family ran into some financial
troubles. Paul’s grandparents filled him with
zest to live a purposeful life. Growing up in
Wisconsin, Harris was mischievous. He often
used to skip school, climb out of his window
while he was supposed to be sleeping, hop
trains, set bent pins on the chapel for people
to sit on, busy in cockfights with local boys
etc. etc.

As he got older, Harris drifted from school to
school, got involved with underground
society and he was expelled many times. His
beloved grandfather died while he was
studying at Princeton. His grandfather had a
strong influence in his future life. Then he
started living with his grandmother. She
advised him to live honorably for
grandfather’s sake and work hard. She also
decided to send him to law school. He
received a law degree from the University of
Law School in 1891. During these days,
Harris worked hard as orange picker,
watchman, marble company salesman,
cattleman on ship, newspaper reporter,
business college teacher and a cowboy.

ROTARY AS I REMEMBER:-

Past President 
Sambhu Narayan 

Banerjee

On 27th February, 1896, at the age of 27,
Harris settled in Chicago and started
practicing law representing victims of
bankruptcy and embezzlement. During that
time, many used to describe – ‘Chicago’ as
“great sore of a city” or “hell on the earth”
etc. The city was filled with people yet it was
impersonal and Harris was lonely. He longed
for a place where he could find friendly
people whom he could trust. As a young man
he was adventurous and inquisitive with a
passion to explore life, places and people. He
was the leader of a youth band called
‘Conspirators’.
One day in 1900, Harris had dinner with one
Bob Frank and after dinner they went out for
a walk. On the way Bob stopped at all the
side shops enquiring about them. Harris was
impressed and wondered how Bob had made
so many friends. Harris told Silvester Schiele,
a client and coal dealer from a small town in
Indiana, about his idea for a club. It would
include members each from a different
profession, who would gather for friendship
and for mutual cooperation. They could join
only if another member vouched for them.
Over the next five years the idea began to
take hold.
Harris and Schiele talked it over with Gue
Loehr, a mutual client and mining engineer,
who offered to hold the organizational
meeting at his office. Loehr invited his friend
Hiram Shrey, a merchant tailor. Harris hosted
the next meeting when the fifth member,
Harry Ruggles joined. By the third meeting
the club had 15 members. At this meeting
hosted by Schiele, they established long
standing traditions such as paying fines for
misdeeds and addressing fellow members by
their first names which were quite unusual at
that time. They decided at that time the name
of the club as Rotary after the practice of
rotating the meetings among club members’
offices (to be continued).

FATHER OF ROTARY

12



Thank you for choosing to make a 

difference through your donation in 

cash or in kind

Rtn. Koyeli Dutt
Arpita Ghosh, spouse 

of Rtn. Manas K Ghosh

Media Reports of Importance to 

our Service Projects



Students of Dumdum Ananda Ashram Balika Vidyapith utilising tools donated by RCCJ to 
do some in campus kitchen gardening


